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First and foremost, I congratulate all who have staked out a
position supporting student and parent rights before the
Department of Education. I congratulate you for helping this
school board to realize that it had to make some changes for the
better. I congratulate this state board for addressing some of the
issues of the petition drive. On behalf of the NJ Student
Advocacy Union and the signers of the petition drive,
congratulations for changing the proposal so that short tenn
objectives will be mllintJlined for all special education children. I
congratulate all for adjusting language so that the amount of
time a child can be placed in isolation, homebound or otherwise
will not be extended.

The Nl Student Advocacy Union calls upon the state board to
maintain its position in these areas and we stand ready to assist in
defending this board and allying with this board around these
questions. The district associations are trying to flex their
political muscle - we must not cave to that Our union is

watching closely and we aim to assure that this board stick to its
position in these regards.

There are many serious issues in IDEIA 2004 that this board
needs to address. The NJ Student Advocacy Union remains
steadfast with the 2000 petition signers around these questions.
Work is needed around the discipline proposals and the proposed
eJimimtion of stay put.

Those with challenges are the most SC1'1rtini7edstudents. They
can be ostracized, picked on, bullied. Situations like an unmly
corridor, a chaotic lunch room, dissembled moments in class are
extremely challenging to some.

When a cbi1d with behavioral disabilities acts out, it is often the
circnmaJince that touched off the behavior, be it a bully, a
chaotic setting, a comnmnication misunderstanding, or many
other potential causes. J)iminilZhing the full evaluation of these
factors and you are looking through a lens of distortion.

We continue to call for emergency action to address the issues of
racial disparities in special education. The discrepancy between
the suspension and expulsion rate of students with disabilities of
color and their Cavcasian counterparts needs to be elimimted
Make it easier to suspend and expel and you will widen this gap
- instead you need to be working overtime to close that gap.

NJ is spending $20 million on bringing special education
students into the regular schools. The thrust is a good one but the
districts will be learning as they go. Mistakes will be made and
behaviors will result from district missteps. J)iminilZhed
consideration of disability in SSwWt1g consequence includiDg
suspension and expulsion is a recipe for failure during the
shifting priorities given this $20 million initiative.

The zero tolerance policies, which some refer to as zero

intelligence policies, that most districts have adopted punish

---

victimizer and victim when it comes to bullying. These policies
are ill advised for typical students but when applied to children
with behavioral disabilities, who are easily manipulated, who
have difficulty communicating their side of a an incident, who
are more closely scrutinized, who are often targets of harassment,
teasing and physical assault, it is a blueprint for failure. The state
needs to decide if it wants greater inclusion as Corzine's 20
Million budget item would imply, or if it wants to tighten
discipline procedures on special education and force scores of
children with disabilities out of the mainstteam and in many
cases, out into the streets.

We call upon this state board to place a moratorium on those
discipline changes of IDEIA 2004 - as it devises its inclusion

strategy. Do not jeopardize the potential of the inclusion
initiative with unrealistic discipline expectations.

Otherwise, too many of our special education children will be
suspended and expelled, be discarded by the system, while
districts cut their teeth and make their mistakes on their ramped
up inclusion initiatives.

On the subject of dismiss-ability of the regular education teacher
from the IEP meeting, as one of our signs today states, it takes
about $IS to hire a sub to cover for the meeting. The input of the
teacher is precious to detennine what the teacher needs to be
successful with that special education child in her class. You put
notification and approval requirements in the proposal but that
will only provide wiggle room to districts. Parents are not
necessarily aware of the educational role - the good educational
policy - that having the regular education teacher there means.

The federal DOE has commissioned studies as to how much can
be saved by limiting IEP meetings to IS minutes. That is where
it is heading with trying to diminish the collaborative nature of
IEP meetings. There are many other more dramatic costs to
education - without obsessing over the mere $15 cost to cover an
IEP meeting with a regular ed teacher. It is sound education
policy for the regular teacher to attend the IEP meeting and it is a
very cheap investment in resources.

With the $20 million initiative for inclusion, you want to be
successful in those regards. That success depends on full
participation of the regular education teacher who knows what is
needed in the classroom to be successful.

We are steadfast in our position in support of aU II points of the
petition. Mid-year progress reports must be mmntaineD. Statute
of limitations must be removed. Mediation delays must be
removed. Parents must alwaysbe notified. The Student
Advocacy Union will continue to struggle around these questions
here in Trenton and out in the districts. We have only just
begunl
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NJ Student Advocacy Union: One Big Parents / Students Union!
We call upon parents. guardians, students. advocates, other fam- local diSlriClS,most of these are either unwilling or unable to take a

ily members and supporters of students with disabilities and all who - position on an issue related to IDEIA 2004 and how it is imple-
face adversity in New Jersey public schools due to racial, economic mente<!in New Jersey that is at odds with their district's position.
or other disparities. In recent months, we have been engaged in a Many ofNJ's non-profiteducation and disability advocacy organi-
mOlDltingconflict with the NJ Department of Education and now zations have not addressed the issue of how IDElA 2004 is
with the New Jersey 80anI of Education, to uphold rights and pro- addressed in New Jeney.

tections of children with disabilities and thei~parents and ~i~. On the other hand. there are organizationsthat are addressing
We now come together to call.for the formation a ?ew o~~mzatlon, these issues. Our goal will be to unite with such organizations
The NJ Student Advocacy ~mon., to ~ forth this a political whenever possible and at the same time to pursue all avenues at our
struggle on behalf of our children and their advocates. disposalto further our goals.To that end, we will seek as much

We are fonning this parent/student union to cany this move- unity as possib1eto enableour communities to pursue these other
ment forward in a more organized and unified way. and to empower means of advocacy and political participationthat many important
parents to improve our potentjal for success around the issues out. organizationsare unableto due to their fundingand their legal defi-
lined in the 2000 strong !DEIA2004 petition that bas been orga- nition.
nized through The Student Advocate Website OUR MEmODS
http://StudentAdvocate-NJ.olll and The New Jersey Student . .
Advocate newspaper. We will also press for emergency action to .Th~most fun~amentalpnnclple.ofThe NJ Student Advocacy
eliminate racial disparities in special education in New Jersey and t!DlODIS.toorganizeparents to pubhcly speak 0.1It.demonstrate. res-
to address language related special education issues including the lilY,and Ifn~ be march and vote fo~the bestIDterests of our.stu-
lack of adequate communication in Spanish and other languages by dents. WeWilldo ~ best to communicate developments as ~dely
the Office of Special Education. We need to raise our voices in as possible around lSS~ of conc:e~ ~ our stud~ts ~d continue~o
unity to make sure that our children's education provides the life p~pose courses or achOD.We wll~tnVlteoth~r.l~k«:mmdedorgam.
skills needed to produce 8 healthy, strong-minded and complete zations to work Withus an~ we WI~Isuppon InitiatiVesof other
individual _ready to meet all challenges and successes of life. groups when they are consistent Withour goals.

We believe that in order to cany this effort forward with maxi- We promote acti~e engag~ent of the families ~d supporters
mum effectiveness, we need to organize a new body that is com. ofNJ's 225.000.speclaledu~ation students and pubhc pronounce--.
pletely independent ftom the New Jersey Dcpanment of Education, ment of our ~sltions. We 81mto empowerparents to get .ov~ their
from local and county school distri~ does not receive nor seek fears of ~~g out.so that w~.canbe much ~ore ef!"ectiveIn
funds from any government body or agency and is not defined as 8 co~umcating massl,:e0Pp<>5I~~to the d~lse ~f.nghts and pro-
SOIC3non-profit agency.This organizational structure is important leCUonsfor students WIthdisabilities and thw fiIIOlhes.
for our new Union as it will ensure us the independenceand auton. We believe in the ability of communities to overcome any and
omy to address our issues of concern with full political freedom. all obstacles through unified and cooperative effo~ open dialogue.

Our fonnmon of a parent/StUdentadvocate union is not meant ~e opposition to oppressivepolicies and a willingness to take
as a critique of other existing organi2ations.There are many organi- nsks . to take the steps that prove necessary to overcome those
zations in the state of New Jersey and in our local communities that obstac1es.
do tremendous work on behalf of students and families. However. At the local level . we support the creation of watchdog organi._
either due to their governmental fundjng or thejr non.profit status zations that monitor ind speak out on behalf of special education
many groups are legally restricted iiom certain types of political students to the administrationand when need be at hoard meetings.
action that are integral parts of our effort, including taking a posi- We also support the idea of electing special education parents and
tion on electoral issues. With regard to organizations connectedto special educationfriendlycandidates to local school boards.

Use the coupon on Page 4 of this newspaper to sign up as a
member or supporter of the NJ Student Advocacy Union.

For more infQrmation or if you have any questions, write to
Advocate@StudentAdvocate-NJ.org, call 908-881-5275
or visit http://StudentAdvocate-NJ.org .
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Put Special Education Parents on the Local School Board!
One challenge we face as special education parents is lack of

political clout. In some towns, special education parents nm for
school hoard. And sometimes they winl

Why don~ we field candidates in as "'any districts as possible in
the 2007 school hoard elections? We can start in1rnediately by cim1-
lating within each town that we are looking for a candidate.

One prohlem with the approach is that while there are a growing
number of special education students in ~ery district, we are still a
numeric minority in comparison with parents of "all typical" fami-
lies. Before you get discouraged by that issue, consider the follow-
ing:

Even if our candidate does not win, if we can corner a decent
portion of the vote of families of special education families, we can
demonslnlte our potential voting hlock. In a subsequent year. that
voting bloclc can be used either to create a slate in alliance with other
candidates or to approach other candidates about their positions on
concerns of our special education communities.

If our candidate plays a leadership and principled role around
olber education and community issues, sIhe can win support of other
parts of the community.

As we explore the plan to field a candidate in our district, we can
at the same time find out who else is planning to run and see what
the positions are of the other candidates. There could be potential
for a slate where our constituency could be combined with the con-
stituency of one or more other candidates.

In these and other creative ways we can increase our voting

strength. Our candidates can lay out clearly a platform of support
for special education students as well as a progressive pro-education
position 8r01D1dother education issues. We can take informed posj.
tions and clear positions.

One potential consequence of such a campaign, in some towns,
heckIash could be slung against children with disabilities. We have
all seen negative campaigning and local board campaigns often get
ugly. It is becoming clear that ~en without such local hoard cam-
paigns. hacldash scapegoat poli-tricks are being used to promote
hatred and animosity against our children. By nmning a campaign,
we would have a platform to refUte and dismantle the &1sehoods
promoted in such venomous drives against our children.

This sttategy would not solve all of our problems and will be
met with various I~els of success iiom town to town. However it is

one tool that we have yet to explore toward the greater political
empowerment of our children. Tbe NJ Student Advocacy Union is
interested in working to promote and support those bold special edu-
cation parents who are ready to take up the electoral challenge on
behalf of our cbil<lren. As for our candidates, they Deed to be held
accountable to their constituents. Support them but if they turn their
hec1t on our children, cut them loose.

If you are interested in running for local school hoard as an
advocate of children with disabilities. write advocate@stndentadv...
ate-aJ.GIlI or call_I-527S. We hope to be able to help you
get started and we can facilitate contacts between other special edu-
cation candidates around the state to share strategy and tactics.

- -----

Distribute the
NJ Student Advocate!

If you are interested in
helping to distribute this
newspaper in your communi-
ty, at meetings, etc., or want
to contribute toward its publi-
cation (we can ship you
copies 10 cents each plus
postage), call 908-881-5275
and send checks payable to
NJ Student Advocate to PO
Box 1214, Belle Mead, NJ
08502-6214. .

In this issue
This second issue of the NJ Student

Advocate. a publication of The NJ Student
Advocacy Union (http://StudentAdvocate-
NJ.Olll ) is a tool to promote maximal rights
of students with disabilities and their parents
and guardians. The first issue highlighted the
petition and letter writing drive around the
hannfullaw changes being handed down due
to the passage of !DEtA 2004 revisions to the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA). As a result of our effort and the effort
of many other organizations and thousands of
parents. the state code draft C\IITClltlybeing
considered bas been improved. In the C\IITCllt
draft. short term objectives are being main-
tained for all special education, the amount of
time a child can be placed in an alternative
interim placement (often homebound) will not
be increased by 33% and NJ is not now part of
the 3-year IEP pilot program. (See inside for
more details.)

This newspaper heralds our formation of
the NJ Student Advocacy Union. a new
statewide organization that was founded by 40
parents and advocates around the state 10con-
tinue 10work for the political empowerment
of special education children, their parents and
other advocates and supporters. We are a
"parents union" and we aim to impact deci.
sions that effect the lives of our children at the
local. statewide and together with similar
organizations from other states, on a national
basis.

In the first issue. we called upon parents 10
"slate clearly" to the NJ Department of
Education: "Not one step backwards for spe-
cial education students and their families'"

Now with this issue. we hope to harness
the momentum &om these efforts to build a
political activist movement that continues to
sttuggle for better FAPE for our children.

In this issue. we highlight the many paths
a parent advocacy political movement can
take. We offer strategies for organizing at the
local I~el including rumting candidates for
school board, survcying. special education
families. using the state complaint process,
how to organize and how to approach school
board meetings. We report on such efforts in
WoonIbridge. NJ.

We include commentaty on the changing
~ayingfieWaftertheS~meCOm1Sclatfer
decision. We call for an effort to pressure NJ
to pass legislation establishing that districts
have the burden of proof:

We include a discussion on the "scope-
goaling" of special education children which
is getting 10be more rampant.

We discuss the state investigation ofbloat-
ed district administration costs and propose an
investigation into overspending on litigation
against our children.

Most of the articles include "bow to"
information and offer to help you in your
efforts at the local level. Hopefully you will
take USup on that offer.

Turn thesepages and you are
turning the pages of history.



For the Rights of Our Children!
Efforts Yield Partial Victory - Woodbridge Parents Campaign

I I d " Sh rt 'T' Ob
" ti ' for Empowerment

DC U mg 0 .I.erm Jec yes" byEveIynDelgado,Formoreinfo:Joyzte_DevlI@yaboo.eom
My son and daugtherboth are ASD. Only This is not an easy task; as a given, par-

after they were diagnosedand I became more ents don't bave a lot of spare time and special
active in their educationdid it come to my needs parents have even less. Attending meet.
attention the lack of representationof special ings, gathering support, campaigningand
needs children at every level of the education logisticscombined with the various therapies,
system. And I was not the only one who appoinbnentsand care for our children makes
noticed the lack. for a gruelingpace and hectic days. Onr

This is why for the last few y a band- schedulesare tight, but every little bit belps
fill of parents have come together in the and we can all do our part.At the least ,?me
Woodbridgearea to achieve this goal. Our parents have come together to offer respite
aim is to obtain a place for parents of ASD c:"" so that others can attend boaJ:dof educa-
Childrenon the local PTOs.We make every tion, PTO,CUBS and PA':!' meltings. We
effort to be involved in the various education- bave taken every oppurtumty to advance our
aI and support programscurrently available. concerns,even to ~ding h~ng~ at the
From CUBS meetingsto School Board hear- State Board of Education.M~tings m Trenton
ings, from local township associations to to speakon behalf of thou"children.
county wide groups, we are attempting to We offer support and understanding
have our voices heard. .to each other, comfort and most importantlya

Currently in WoodbridgeTownship,we dis~ilation of i,,!"ormation.Onr !loaJis to be
bave establisheda PTOjust for special needs a VOIcefor those m our cornmumtywbo
parents called P.A.C.E. With the support of should be ~eanI. Onr concern is the Jack of
this and other groups we have had at least one representati~nf~r ~ose ~ have th~most to
parent run for the townshipboard of educa- lose. Our objective ISa umted front 111.at the
tion for the past two y While she basn' least, ~taining and whenever possibl~
won, her and our supportbas been growing. advancmg the developmental.andeducatiooaJ
At the least we are gettingour message out programs for those that need It most .
there and some of our issuesare being heard.

In a tremendous victory for students, par-
ents, advocates, fiunilies and supporters of NJ

public school students with disabilities, the lat-
est released version of NJ code revisions will

maintain short term objectives for all special
education students! Specifically, the words
"where applicable" were deleted from the state-
ment (deleted words in brackets):

"Individualized education program" (IEP)
means a written plan [developed at a meeting
according to NJ.A.C. 6A:I4-23(i)2] which
sets forth present levels of academic achieve-
ment and functional performance. measurable
annual goals andL where applicable,] short-
term objectives or benchmarks . . . "

All of the parents, students, supporters,
advocates, organizations and individuals who
signed petitions, wrote letters, rallied in front
of the NJ Department of Education building,
spoke inside at the testimony sessions, called in
their comments or otherwise stood up to
demand that short term objectives, along with
other protections, be maintained in NJ code
should "stand up and take a bow!" The list is
long and not limited to The NJ Student
Advocacy Union. the Statewide Parents
Advocacy Network. ARC of NJ, Special
Education Leadership Council. A Parents
Initiative for Every Childs Education, Parent
Information Centers, the many local parents
groups that made this a priority, the 50 Strong
for Our Children Campaign, the ) 00 Letters for
Onr Children campaign, the 2000 Strong peti-
tion for student rights, the NJ Student Advocate
Website (bttp:llStudentAdvocate-NJ.org ) , the
NJ Student Advocate newspaper, those who
rallied outside the State Board office on

January 17 2006, those who .testified at bear-
ings and in writing, the musicians who played
at the "Playing and Singing for Onr Rigbts"
concert on April I, thousands of parents and
other supporters who stood up to be counted,
should proudly bask in a moment of joy of this
partial victory that bas the potential to improve
the lives of 225000 special education students
currently enrolled in NJ poblic schools and
hundreds of thousands more to follow!

Another issue on the I I point petition -
launched on Marcb 30, 2005 -that we might
prevail upon is the point regarding the length of
time for which a student can be ,emanded to an
alternative leaming environment. The amount
of time whicb would have been increased from

45 calendar days to 45 school days (from 6
weeks to 9 weeks) is now slated to stay at the
current length of 45 calendar days. This
change is another victory for our advocacy
movement.

Another issue ftom the petition drive was
the idea of 3-year IEPs. NJ is not currently
looking to participate in the 3-year IEP pilot.
However, shortly before the petition drive was
launched -Barbara Gantwerlc sent a lettei to

school districts asking their input as to whether
NJ should attempt to impose 3-year IEPs.

Thus our efforts could have also prevented that
travesty from occurring.

There is one other point on the petition
drive that has not been in much contention: it
looks like the state will not increase the age at
which transition support must be included in
the IEP to age 16 as federal law now allows.

So 4 of the I I petition points are looking
good at this poinL

These victories are the result of the sum

total of all of the efforts, from all the varied
perspectives, in all of the styles, that bave tran-
spired. There is no telling what would bave
been different if there bad been any less activi-
ty on our part or if anyone who bas taken a
position on the issue bad cbanged anything at
all that they bave done.

That said, we still have a great deal ofwarlt
to do. The other 7 points on the petition are
still unresolved. On the issue ofrecusal of the

regular education teacher from the IEP meet-
ing, according to the current dnIft, districts now
must get 10 days writteD advance notice to di5-
miss the teacher. They are not supposed to do
it on the spot at the meeting. However. there is
enough wiggle room that the current draft pr0-
vides to allow districts to get away with dis-
missing the regular education teacher.

Other petition issues that we still stand to
lose include mid-year progress reports. stay
put, current manifest determination protec-
tions, . fiequeney of notification of parental
rights under IDEA, forced state mediation
hearing and a 30 day delay awaiting a school
decision for such a bearing and the two-year
statute of limitations of district legal account-
ability. Each of the 7 points not addressed in
the latest draft are of extreme importance and
deserves our full focus. We need to be particu-
larly concerned about the c1iscipline related
cbanges, manifest determination and stay put.
These protections are important to all special
education students. These changes could ex8C~
erbate the gross racial inequities in NJ special
education and how discipline is meted to spe-
cial education students across NJ.

Furthermore, given improvements in this
draft over the last one, there could be a back-
lash ftom school adIDinistration associations to"

Iry to pusb back.

Therefore we need to maintain full court

press. We also need to channel the momentum
of our efforts into 8 movement aimed at the

political empowerment of children with di5-
abilities and their families. Currently, admini!-
trator associations, scbool board associations,
teachers associations, professional associations
and other political forces have the upper band
in Washington DC, Trenton and in the local

board offices. We need to change that equa-
tion. That is what the NJ Student Advocacy
Union is all abouL Contact us. Join us. Don't

Just observe history -play 8. active role In
_king blstory!

Organize an education advocacy meeting
in your community

The NJ Student Advocacy Union would like to work with you to raise issues of concern and
help promote awareness around special education rights. An effective means of presentation is
to combine IEP training together with a brief introduction to the concepts of community orga-
nizing and collective political activism upon behalf of our children. That way, our presen8uon
meets an immediate need of participants and encourages greater organization and unity among
parents. If you would like to work with US toward organizing such a meeting in your commu-
nity, call today at 908-GG)-S27S or write advoate@studentadvoate-nj.or:

Manifest Determination Protections, Stay Put,
Still on the Chopping Block in NJ!

In the anicle above we detail some of the

gains our effons have made in NJ to improve
the implementation of IDEIA 2004. While we
congratulate all who participated in making
this bappen, we are dissatisfied that the NJ
State Board of Education bas not addressed

the issues of manifest detennination and stay
rut which are two of the most critical points
of the petition drive. Special education in NJ
is wrought with racial disparities as has been
documented in a 2004 report entitled "Still
Separate. Still Unequal."

bttp:llwww.njdde.orglsep-uneq.htm

Part of this problem is that special educa-
tion students of color are more likely to be
suspended or expelled than Caucasian special
education students. In such a situation. it is
unconscionable that NJ would do anything
that will worsen these disparities. By failing
to address the petition concerns of Stay Put

and Manifest determinations, that is exactly
what NJ is doing.

Is NJ genuinely concerned about the elim-
ination of racial disparities in discipline of
special education students? If so, then bow
can it do anything that will only make it easier
to suspend and expel special education stu-
dents . or to push them out of their cWTent
placements? These cbanges hurt all of our
children and could increase racial disparities
in special education.

The NJ Student Advocacy Union says that

the NJ BOE must go hack to the drawing
board on these questions. We urge all to con-
tinue to press around the points of stay put
and manifest determination protections by
writing to: Lncm..davy@doe.stat..nj.us and
commtnts6Al4@doe.state.aJ.us. Get your
comments in before June 21 as that is when

the current comments period is slated to end.

Act Locallyfor Special Education R~ghts
How can special education parents assert

themselves collectively for berter treatment of
their children by local school boards and dis-
tricts?

There are many paths that such an effort
can follow. Most preferred would be for
cooperative relationships to exist between dis-
trict administration, school board and parents.
Unfortunately, there are often contradictions
between the interests of children and the way
that districts administer special services. The
playing field is increasingly uneven given
cbanges of IDEIA 2004 and recent court deci-
sioos including Schaffer whicb sbifts the bur-
den of proof to the bringer of action, usually
the parent fighting for.FAPE.

While NJ will be ;.umg up Special
Education Advisory Boards that are connected
to district administrations, these bodies might

. have difficulty tailing positions independent of
the administration and board and publicly
cballenging the boards when need be.

Firstly, we would encourage the formation
of organizations that are independent of the
local scbool board and administration. The

few perks you might get, like meeting space ,

and infonnation distribution, from attaching to
your distriet, are outweighed when it comes to
the need to be able to cbaJlenge a problem
within the districL If you are interested in
forming a chapter of the NJ Student Advocacy
Union or an organization that is affiliated with
115,please do contact us. We will do what we
can to belp you get started.

An independent organization sometimes
develops out of some- systemic issues at the
local level. Sometimes the issues are as clear

as day, like wholesale denial of services and
other IEP violations. Other times, the issues
can be felt by many, but the common threads
need to be ironed ooL A helpful starting point
could be a survey administered by the organi-
zation to try to identity the most common
issues students and families are facing.

Once the organization comes up with a set
of issues that it wants to address, plans can be
made to attend a board meeting by as large a
group of parents as possible. A couple of
spokespersons can be selected. The individ-
ual cases can be presented to the board in
anonymous fashion by the spokespersons as
"In case "A", a student in such-and-such situa-
tion is facing this problem. .." That way
privaey is protected and potential retaliation
against families is minimized.

Another important tool of parent organiza-
tions is the state investigation and complaint
process. Infonnation about this process is
available at:

http://www.Dj.&ovlnjdedispedaIedi

complaint!

The complaint process is for when a dis-
trict fails to follow an IEP, be such failure for
one student or for many. By following the
proper guidelines, and by structuring your
investigation request to include your own
child and any and all other children in the dis-

---------

trict who could be in a similar predicament,
many can benefiL When the state finds in
favor of the child, you can chose to inform the
media about the result and the state will con-

tinn their findings if, contacted by a reporter.
You do not need to.have.an organization to
file a complaint, jUst a parent who is willing
to do ber bomework and to act on behalf of

ber own child as well as others. An organized
effort though can bring to.1ight more quickly
the systemic nature of sucb problems.

Mansfield and Upper Freehold are two
districts where recently one or more parental
complaints led to action by the state to restore
speech services to several dozen students.

As discussed. in the Page I article on run-
ning candidates for school board and on the
page 2 article about the Woodbridge struggle
for parent empowerment, another initiative we
can take locally is to run special education
parents for school board. Short of actually
fielding candidates. we can develop surveys
of special education related questions for
board candidates. We can inject our concerns
into any debates and if any of the candidates
speak to our issues, we can offer endorsement
Of course, should they fail to follow through
on their pledges, cut them loose!

LOCAL EFFORT FOR SPECIAL
EDUCATION RIGHTS

As a follow up to the statewide suuggle
for rights of our children, we can continue to
the effort at the local board level. Whatever

points of the petition that the state falls down
upon, we can take them up with the local
board and craft resolutions accordingly.

PITFALLS

There are many obstacles to organizing at
a local level. Often upon attempts to orga-
nize, the first couple of meetings are gripe
sessions but things fizzle out once the work is
on the table or it is time stand forward. There

is a tendency to want to attach the parentS
group to the administration and school board.
There is nothing wrong with occasionally c~
sponsoring an activity with the district but in
order to be able to successfully advocate for
the children, independence from the district is
a musL You can usually find lice meeting
space at a local library and develop your own
networks for distribution of mate rials. For
expenses, you can take up small collectjons or
utilize fundraising. The little bit of extra work
to maintain your independence. instead oftak-
ing handouts or tree meeting space, will
enable your organization to struggle far more
effectively and to maintain the highest princi-
ples of support for the most beleaguered stu-
dentS in the district.

The NJ Student Advocacy Union is on
standby, waiting for your call for help. We
can help you get started with a chapter of our
organization, an affiliated organization or any
independent organization that is ready to take
a strong and principled stand for the students
of your districL Call or write today! 908-
881-5275/advocate@studentadvocate-
nJ.org



--_.--

The next issue of The NJ Student Advocate which will
publish this fall with the start of the new school year will

offer ad space fo supportive services, b\lSinesse~,individu-
als, etc. FOI"infonnation about suggested donations for a

business card ad, ple:iSecall.908-881-5275 or Write
Advocate@sfudentadvocate-nj.org .

We can also place your information in the cover letters
we will use to mail this newspaper in_exchangefo!,

a donation to assist with postage costs.

Contact us accordingly!

Get Up! Stand Up!
(Marley / Tosh, Slightly modified by Bob Witanek)

Sung outside hearings on January 18
Get up, stand up: stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up: stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up: stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up: dun't give up the fight!

You can fool some people sometimes,

But you can't fool all the people all the
time.

So now we see the light

We gonna stand up for our rights!

So you bettor:

Get up, stand up!

Stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up!

Don't give up the fight!

Oet up, stand up! (Oet up, stand up!)

Stand up for our rights! (Get up, stand
up!)

Get up, stand up! ( ... )

Don't give up the fight! (Get up, stand
up!)

Get up, stand up! ( ...)
Stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up!

Don't give up the fight!

Teachers and Diredon . . . We want our

plea to be heard

We want you to know. . . .What our life
is really worth.

We want our message to be told

We need FAPE before we get old!

So now we see the light!

Stand up for our rights

Get up, stand up: stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up: don't give up the fight!

Oet up, stand up: stand up for our rights!

Get up, stand up: don't give up the fight!

We sick an' tired of these district games

The scheming arid scamming and blaming
. : . for shame

Right here we take our stand

Coz we need a betIer IEP plan

We've only begun to fight

We've only begun to fight!

How Much Is Your District Spending to
Litigate Agafust Special Education Parents?

The article below highlights an investiga-
tion by the NJ SCI into porIcs and inflated
salaries of local school administrators.
Perhaps the next area the SCI should invesli-
gore is how much ofNJ spociaI education
Iimds go to litigate against parents and pr0-
vide legal advice upon how to sidestep or
minimize IDEA compliance. These are Iimds
expended for the anti-education of special
education students.

This would be an interesting project if in.
every school district. our local organizations
or individuals were to start making inquiries
of the local district as to how much is being
spent on litigating against students. If the sa
won't take up the project. perhaps we should.
If there is interest in such an undertaking.
contact the NJ Student Advocaey UnIon at
9_1-5175 or

Advocate@StudentAdvocate-NJ.o'l .

NJ Investigative Report Documents
Bloated Administration Costs

by SuzIe Fiordland snordlaDd@netzero.Det

There have been recent accusations on the lion annually in taxpayer Iimds to support
amount of exponclitureson special education. public education- more than one-fourthof the
It is the opinion althis writer that, .strong entire state budget-and that local property
words represent a weak cause". The DOE, taxes 8CCOW1tfor billions more, it is meum-
Superintendentsand Principal's associations, bent that effective mechanismsbe in place to
the School Boards associations and local ensure that expendituresby school districts
administrationshave focused attention and arc reasonable and appropriate, and that tax-
promoted fear among locaJcitizens regarding paying citizens are adequately and appropri-
how Special Education is "draining" the ately informed about how their money is
school system dry. There is another explana- spent. In mattersof compensation,benefits
don that comes to mind...the often outrageous and expenses for school districtadministrative
spending and uncontrolled salaries and porIcs personnel, the Slate traditionallyhas deferred
of Administration. The following link is to the performanceof this vital oversightobliga....
the NJ Commission's Executive Summary of tion to local boards of education.But as the
the investigationof 71 Urban and Suburban findings of this invesrigationamply demon-
school systems regarding Public School strate, this generalized .hands-olI" approach
Administrationspending:' to these mattershas produceda vacuwn in
bnp:llwww.state.nJ.uslscllpdf/SCIHi&berEd which questionableor patently abusive com-
R~port.pdl The following is an excerpt: pcnsation practices have been allowedto

.Over the course of its inquiry, the NJ flourish. Collectivelr. th~ are issues that
Commission examined multiple contracts and demand carefulco~lderatio~ and, whe~ nec-
employmentarrangements involving 334 essary and appropnate, practical system.lc
administrativepersonnel in 71 urban and sub-- re~onnsas ~ommer)ded at the conclusion of
urban schoolsystems, including state-operated thISreport.
and so-called -Abbott- districts, vocational. Could the ones shouting the loudest. have
technical school~ large regional districts and the most to lose if additional education fund.
small single-.facilitydistricts. Thousands of ing is no longerdiverted their way? Will we
documents were examined and more than 100 allow the holding of our children'swelfare
interviewswere conducted. hostage so some administratorscan continue

Although the sample represents only a ~ get mo?re funding fo~ their ex~ssive
portion of the total number of school districts b~estyles. A.re ~ gomg to ",?ntinue to be
(616) in New Jersey, the scope of common blind to the.dlvers'on of attention ftom the
issues amongthem was large, and the truth, allowmg~e very people wh.oare to

-Commissiontook pains to inject balance and ~ork ~orour children to wo~ agamst.them by
perspectiveby examining circumstances in di~erting funds from education forpnvate
districts of varying size in every region and gam? I venbJreto ~y no. We m~t say no
county across the State. ... Oiven that slate and focus~ ~ IS truly.happe.mng here,
government in NJ currently provides $7.7 bil. the ~derml~lng of educanon dnven by greed,

vanity and dishonesty.

Help Offer
Do you need help with . . .

Establishing modified recreation programs in your town
or city?

Starting an independent student advocacy organization
in your district and addressing issues locally?

Responding to an incident or statement or policy that
scapegoats children with disabilities or promotes backlash

against our children?
Communicating the information about your organiza-

tion or your events through the media?
Who do you call?

The NJ Student Advocacy Union
908-881~5275/ Advocate@studentadvocate-nj.org

http://StudentAdvocate-NJ.org

Post Schaffer:New Era

The impact of the Supreme Court decision in Brian Scbalrer et al v. Jerry Weast could
have dire consequenCes for millions of current and future special education students across the
U.S. The impact will be felt not only by those parents who are forced to or choose to file for

duo process but by all parerits whose opinions might differ &om school district personnel at the
IEP table. For some, the impact will be swift and immediate. For others, the impact will creep
into the IEP process for years to come. For all of us, the results will be that districts are further
empowered to override and disregard our concerns. A process already warped in mor of school
districts and state departments of education will tilt ever further in that direction.

Firstly, districts will now have less foar of due process and being challenged legally. The
task of challenging district decisions will be ever more daunting as the prospects for parents of
prevailing have been greatly diminished. The costly venture of taking the district to court will
need to be carefully considered as tho ability to prevail is weakened. As bold as districts can be.
expect a several fold increase in this regard

The remedies of students and their parents to districts being unfair and in recldess disregard
for the welfare of oUr Children are greatly curtailed. There will be either an unspoken grin or an
outright gloat by case managers and directors nationwide when parents make reference to legal
remedies. even more so than occurs today. It could evolve that due process ends up as nothing
more than a bad joke. [t is no exaggeration to state that IDEA was decimated by this decision.
Law without legaI.remedy can drift into a state of ineffectiveness.

The majority decision was a response to the political winds that blow through congress to
undermine and weaken legal protections under IDEA each time it is reauthorized. The sb'Uggles
ill congress are a very lopsided fight with powerful lobbyists finaneed by dues paying members
of powerful organizations with full political rights on one side, and hands full of 501 C3 and
state fimded advocates -with no political rights -and some independent advocates and parents
on the other. .

The best responsewould be to organize and uniJy at the local level, on a statewide basis and
across the whole country. The NJ Student Advocaey Union believes a parents union is the way
to go. However, organization,unity and struggle can take many fonns. This newspaper pro--
vides several suggestionsas to what steps can be taken. Youcan take our suggestions,modifY
them to your liking or come up with your own ideas. If you want to work with us on any level,
do not hesitate to call _1-5175, write advocate@studentadvocate-nJ.o'l or visit
bttp:llStudentAdvooato-NJ.o'l

The NJ Student Advocacy Union calls upon the state
legislature to pass legislation encoding that burden of proof
shall be borne by the school districts. Write today to your
NJ Assembly and NJ Senate reps and to Governor Corzine.
Our silence in this regard is not an option!

A Parents Initiative for
Every Child's Education

The first issue of The NJ Student

Advocate was published on behalf of A
Parents Initiative for Every Childs Education
(APIECE) bttp:l/APIECENJ.com . The
petition for a better implementation of IDEIA
2004 in NJ was launched by Bob Witanek as
a member and with the full support of
APIECE. APIECE was instrumental in help-
ing to deliver a message on behalf of special
education students to the fonner Secretary of
State Regena Thomas. The support of
APIECE has been critical to the success of

parents efforts to improve the implementation
of IDEIA 2004 in NJ.

In order to continue the fight on behalf of
special education and 10 develop a political
approach to this struggle. we have fonned the
NJ Student Advocacy Union. Meanwhile,

APIECE continues to playa vital role at the
local leve) in Montgomery Township as w~1I
as across the state ofNJ around issues of

racial disparities in public education, tf1e true
implementation of the Amistad Act which
calls for implementation of study of African
American History in public schools, elimina-
tion of the achievement gap and many other
areas of importance. APIECE also continues
to support the maximal rights of special edu-
cation students and parents.

For more info about the continuing strug-
gle of APIECE, visit bttp:l/APIECENJ.colh
or call APIECE co-founders Jerome and
Ren.. Carr at 908-874-5094.

Meanwhile, The NJ Student Advocate
will continue to publish periodically as an
organ of the NJ Student Advocaey Union.



Backlash Politics in NJ: Scapegoating Children with Disabilities
Gasoline and bealth care costs are througb

the roof. Standards of living are slippiDg.
Property taxes are barely affordable. Almost
500/0ofNJ school budgets failed. Who do you
blame? The disability cbild? Sound absurd?
It certainly is. That is wbom some pundits,
local boards, columnists, administtators and
local board campaigners are blaming.

Scapegoat politics is a classic propaganda
metbod of those wbo want to focus legitimate
anger ODan illegitimate target group that is
often weak and unable to fend off the attadc.

When the powerfUl resort to sucb metbods, it
can foresbadow an assault on the target group,
either political or sometimes even physical.

It is a particular problem for srudents and
parents wben our children are scapegoated by
educational professionals and local school
boards. How can we expect decenc)l toward
our children from education misleaders who

are falsely blaming our children? The follow.
ing are a few recent examples of backlash and
scapegoating targeting children with disabili-
ties in and around NJ.

One example Is the Upper Freehold
RegIonal School Board. Earlier in this
scbool year, Upper Freehold Regional District
was found to be iD violatioD of IDEA laws

when it was failing to provide specified
speech services to special education students
in the district. More recentlY9 the board
passed a resolution urging the NJ State Board
of Education to adopt 8 number of anti-student
measures iD NJ Special EducatioD Code.
Local school bo8rds are generally opposed to
the rights of children with disabilities and their

parents SOpassing sucb resolutions are to be
expected. This particular resolution. wbich
can be read wm the March 15, 2006 meetiDg
miDutes at bttp:llwww.nfrsd.Det bas language
scapegoating our children for higber taxes and
inadequacies ofregu!af educatiOD programs.
From the resolution:

""WHEREAS, the resulting rise in local
property taxes causes tax payer resistance to
pay for increasing costs; and . . . "

WHEREAS. the effect of some or all of
the preceding fuctors is a shift in patterns of
school expenditures away wm the regular
popularion and to the disabled popularioo;"

This UFRSD resolution is an apparent
appeal to the anti-tax, anti-educarion element
to focus anger on special educatioD children.
The board attempts to divide the families of
regular education students wm parents of
special education students. They are scape-
goaring special education cbildren for the
problems of higber taxes and shortcomings of
local public education. In this case. it is not
just a random quote ftom a news article but
the official position of the school board.

Another eumple of. district uslo&
scapegoat methods Is . couple or towns
over9 in Mansfteld. There. parents also had to
tile complaints with the state to compel the
district to follow IDEA regulations and p~
vide the agreed upon speech sessions for over
60 students. Yet the special educarion director
in that district is quoted in a news article stat.
ing ..A-ny issue they bring UP. we try to com.
ply with . . . .We're ttying to make whatever

Why you should join the
NJ Student Advocacy Union:

We get no state funds, are not 50lC3 or foundation supported. yet we
are having statewide and local impact on many important education
issues.

We are at the forefront of the effort to defend the rights of student
with disabilities and their families against the potentially hannful
changes ofIDElA 2004. .

We have activated over 2000 residents through a petition and letter
writing drive.

We are holding educational events and attending community fairs to
raise awareness around many important education issues.

The first issue of The NJ Student Advocate provided resources and
information promoting the best possible implementation ofIDElA 2004
inNJ.

This issue provides the methods and techniques that can be used to
improve the predicament of special education students at the local,
statewide and national level.

We are reaching out across the diverse communities and diverse orga-
nizations throughout New Jersey to promote the idea of active conver-
gence of our efforts to build a better public educational system through-
out the state that meets the needs of all students.

We are championing the cause of students facing adversity due to dis-
ability, racial disparities or economic inequity.

We are promoting the concept of building independent student, parent
and community structures in our districts and towns to address the many
issues of challenge that we face in public education.

We are ready to assist you in organizing in your district and commu-
nity.

Please consider becoming a member and supporter today with the
coupon at right.

VIsit Enly . . . VisIt Ollenl bttp:llStadeDlAdYocate-NJ.ol'I
ADVOCATE@STUDENTADVOCATE-NJ.ORG'_1-5175

sacrifices we can without it affecting other
students and programs, but it's all about
money....

Again, it is a case of an administration that
is trying to focus animosity of regular educa-
tion families against special education children
and blame the cbildren with disabilities for

shortcomings the district might have in areas
of regular education. They are pitting the
majority typical families against the families
of children with disabilities. Given the nature-

of the challenges faced by families of cbildren
with disabilities, we are currently less posi-
tioned to respond to the attacks.

1D a receDt co1umD In the Pbiladelpbla
Inquirer, JonathaD Last focused anger about
cuts to the Governors School. a swnmef
school designed for gifted higb school stu-
dents. The Student Advocacy Union supports
the full implementation of law to provide
modifications to develop gifts and talents of
public education students. It is specious
thougb to ny to link the failure of government
to properly provide mandated gifted programs
to special education students. The true senti.
ment of Last was exposed in his last words of
the column where he refers to special educa-
tion students as offering the '"least'" promise.
Here is howLast put it: II A society that
ignores children with the most promise is no
better than a society which shuns those with
the leasL"

Another example where scapegoat back-
lash made an appeartance was in tbe recent
bond elections In Woodbridge. NJ where a
special education parent was vying for a

scbool board seaL According to campaigner
Evelyn Delgado, there was a rumor mill that
spread divisive fillsehoods suggesting that the
special education parents wanted to cut the
football program to fimd specia1 education.

The increasing fiequency of use of scape-
goat tactics by school boards, special educa-
tion directors, Dewspaper columnists and
board catnpaiguers are an ominous cloud.of
warning. Expect more of the same ahead as
the politieal assault on the Deeded services and
rights of our cluldren increase. Beware of the
danger that wben the weak are blamed for
social ills, it can get ugly and even physical.

We should ann ourselves with the sense to

recognize the use of the device of backlasb
and scapegoat politics. If allowed to develop
further. such sentiment can lead to great hann
to our children.

Whenever the would-be scapegoaters try
to blame our children, we need to say: "Our
cbildreD wDl Dot be year patsy!" (fthere
are comments in the newspaper or actions of a
government or board, we need to respond pub-
licly in letters, press releases and other public
statements. We need to recognize when our
children are the focus of such venom. even if
it is another community. The attacks can easi-
ly broaden from one town to the next. We
need to respond publicly and in a unified way.
Uyau beUne you see or hear about scape-
coaUnc of cbUd..n witb disabiltUes, please
contact the NJ Student Advocacy Union .t
908-gg1-5175 or advocate@stad.ntadvc>-
cate-aJ.orz. We are on standby, to assist in
developing responses to such incidents..----------------------------------

Please clip and mail with donation made payable to:
NJ Student Advocate, PO Box 1214,

Belle Mead, NJ 08502-6214

YES! Please count me In 1$ a: _ Member aad I or _ Supporter

ofTbe NJ Stad.nt Advocacy Union.

Enclose Is my ebeck for (SDgeested membenbip dnes Is $40):

or enter ainount:

$100 _$5o_$40_$20_$10_$1_

Name

Address:

City:

State: Zip:
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NJ StudentAdvocacy Union
PO Box 1214
Belle Mead, NJ 08502-6214
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